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PEFPARTMENT OF TRAMSFORTATION
NATIOMNAL TRANSFORTATION SAFETY BOARD
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Honorable John H. Shalfer
Adninistrator

Pederal Aviationm Administrs
Haghington, D. C. 20590

Dear Mr. Shaffer:

As an oubgrovith of the Becard's continuing investigation of the
midair collision at Hartferd, Commecticut, on January 17, 1970,
between two Piper Fi-28's (T(LWLJ and W57313 ), we have noted a
situation adverse to aviavion safety which we believe can be roctified
by cooperative action on the perbt of FAA and the opervators of the two
Hartford airports.

In the cited case, N5731F was operating Ffrom Bralnard Airport,
Hartford, on an instrument insZruction local flight, not on a Flight

plan, and had not establiched radio comunications with any air traffic
control Tacllity. WNTLL2J nad veen operating in accordance with an
Instrument Flight Bules f?ight plan and concomibant air traffic control
clearance frem the vicinity of Danbury, Coanecticut, destined for
Brainard Alrport. The pJ?Ou &¢I N7LL2J had cenceled his TFR Llight plan
by radio with the Renbach rport (Bast Harbford) control tower

about 2 minutes prior bo collision and had been advised to contact
Brainard Unicom on 122,06 i v landing information. The radio rocolver
in W7Lh2Jd was found setb 8 Mﬁm, buL no Cgil from this aircraft was
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In view of this situation, pitots operating to and from Brainard
Alxport within the Rentschler conbiol zone would gain considerable
information concerning possible conflicting air traffic within this

/ control sone by simply maintaining a listening watch on the Rentschler
! Tower freguency. However, this gain would be negated if these pllots
vere reqguired bo contact Brainard Unicom to debermine the landing runvey
- direction.

Therefore, in order to resolve this problem and to provide a
source of information which would assist general aviation piltots in
determining the location of potentially hasardous traffic, the Board
recamends that the following steps be baken by your agency:

Lo Bffect coordination with the Bureau of Aeronautics of
the State of Connecticutb to install a private recorded
telephone line bebween Brainard Airport and the FAA
TRACON at Pradley TMield. This would provide the Bradley
Field facility with initial daily information and sub-
sequent changes, as required, concerning the direction of
landing at Brainard Aivport,

2. Upon camplebion of the foregoing, include information
concerning Brainard Alrport landing direction in the ATIS
broadeast by Bradley TRACON on the Hartford VOR.

3. Initiate rulemaking acbion wnder Part 93 of the TAR's
to reguire pilets to maintain a listening watch on the
appropriabe Rentschler Torer frequency while they are
operabing to-and from Brainard Alrport and within the
Rentschler Airport control zome.

It is recognized thab the foregoing recommendad sleps are of a
tenporary nabure, pending the establishment and comissioning of the
Brainard FAA control tover. However, we believe that implementation
of these recomendatdons may reduce the potential of sncther midair
colllgion in that srea, Also, considerabion should be given to applying

these recommendations Lo other areas having sinilsr problems.
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